














“Francis Mathew, Esq; High Sheriff of the county of Tipperary, Knight of the Shire and
Custus Rotulorum of said county, son to Thomas Mathew, of Thurles, Esq; and son-in-law to
James Smith, Esq; late Collector of Dublin Port.”

Griffith appears first to have been initiated into the masonic movement in 1764 as a member
of Lodge 244, attached to the 2nd Regiment of Foot, in which regiment he then held a
commission.” He was subsequently associated with lodges wherever his work took him, on
more than one occasion being instrumental in founding lodges. He is still remembered in the
masonic movement for renewing and popularising the craft in Belfast.”

When he removed from Tralee to Fethard he transteired from the Tralee Lodge to Lodge 96
held in Clonmel, where his membership is recorded” at 5 September 1770. We shall see,
however, that he was almost certainly a member well before this date, and probably joined the
lodge on his first arrival in Fethard. It was in Griffith’s nature to seek a leading role in all he
undertook, and when a new lodge (No. 484) was founded in Fethard™ on 4 October 1770 his
was the first name enrolled.

At the founding of a new lodge there were invariably three names recorded, the Master and
two Wardens, and we may be confident that Amyas was the first Master, and probably the
prime mover in the foundation of Lodge 484. A John Bacon who was admitted™ in 1771 may be
the Killenaul innkeeper at whose house the Slevardagh Hunting Club met.

There appeared in the Leinster Journal in 1768 a detailed and interesting account of a
masonic funeral at Fethard, an item of importance not only for its local interest, but because it is
an early account of masonic practice. This was published in this Journal in 1997.

This report is of importance for the revelation that a lodge had existed and declined in
Fethard before 1768, and that another Lodge was then in being, something not recorded in the
registers at Grand Lodge in Dublin. It is quite possible that lodge was commenced under the
auspices of Cornelius Callaghan who served as M.P. for the borough, and who had served Irish
Freemasonry as Grand Warden and Deputy Grand Master.” A tradition is also related™ that
Knights Templar Masons were first made at Fethard at some time before 1764. This may again
be related to the influence of Callaghan.

In the records of Grand Lodge” several members are entered in the list of Lodge 96, Clonmel,
on 5 September 1770, including Robert Robnett, Amyas Griffith Esq., George Robins and Hill
Thompson. The above report indicates that Robnett, Robins and Thompson were officers of the

Modern Fethard, where Amyas Griffith and his circle flourished 200 years ago. (Photo: copyright Frank Burgess).
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lodge in 1768, two years before their names appear in the register at Grand Lodge, and we may
suppose that Griffith, who took part in the funeral, was alrcady a member of that lodge.

The masonic movement in the eighteenth century was somewhat more open than nowadavs.
We have seen that funerals were occasions for public display; the movement also publicised
itself with sponsorship of theatricals. The following,® in which Amvas is again noted, is not an
isolated instance:

By command of the Master, Wardens, and Bretheren of the Antient and Honourable Socicty of Free
and Accepted Masons, belonging to No. 96 of Clonmell, and 484 of Feathard.

On Monday the 15th of Feb. instant, at the Theatre in Cashel, will be presented a Tragedy, called,
The REVENGE. With a Farce, called, The VIRGIN UNMASKLED. Before the Plav, a Prologuc in
Character of a Master Mason, by Brother HALL. With the Original Mason Songs, Chorusses, &c.,
&c. Admittance 2s. 2d. Tickets to be had of Amyas Griffith, Esyr. at Feathard, and of Mr. Hall, at
Mrs. Shea’s in Cashel. Feb. 12.

At a similar event” in Kilkenny masonic songs were sung betwcen the acts, and the masons
sat on the stage “in their proper clothing”.

With his post in the excise service Griffith would have been a respected member of the
community, and we find him in October 1770 being admitted to a trade guild at Clonmel,*
perhaps under the patronage of his masonic brother, George Robbins:

On Monday the first instant being Swearing-Day of the Guild of Merchants of Clonmell, George
Robbins, Esq; was sworn Master, and Amyas Griffith Fsq; was admitted to his freedom, and sworn
a Common Council-man of that Guild.

A man of many parts, we see Griffith in perhaps his best light at Fethard, where he was
content, financially comfortable, conscientious and resourceful in his work, happy in his poetry,
and delighting and companionable in his sporting and masonic pursuits. We should also
remember him with gratitude for his apparent flair for publicity (of both self and organisations)
which has given us insights into life in eighteenth-century Co. Tipperary.
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